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Why Trees Are Important

Provide benefits such as:
ÅNoise reduction
ÅStormwater mitigation
ÅWater quality
ÅFilters air pollution
ÅProvides shade
ÅBlocks wind
ÅTraffic calming
ÅIncrease pedestrian use
ÅAesthetics (Green Soothe effect)
ÅCombat climate change effects
ÅExtending gray infrastructure life



Right Tree-Right Place

Standards

SpaceSpecies

Having a successful urban tree canopy can 
ōŜ ōƻƛƭŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ о {ΩǎΥ

ÅStandards- Ordinances, policies and 
plans that increase the lifespan and 
quality of the urban canopy

ÅSpace- The physical area where trees 
are being planted and their preparation

ÅSpecies- Choosing an ideal species for 
the site

Most issues occur due to the decisions 
made in the planning and planting 
process.
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Mock Maintenance Schedule

ÅWatering- Every year for at least 
first 3 years

ÅFertilizing- As needed (Soil Test, 
Symptoms)

ÅPruning- ̧ ŜŀǊǎ рΣ млΣ мрΧ

ÅMulching- Every 2 to 3 years as 
needed

ÅFirst 5 years are the most 
important! 
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¢ǊŜŜ hǿƴŜǊΩǎ aŀƴǳŀƭ

ÅMost common issues:
ÅPoor root preparation

ÅPlanting too low

ÅImproper mulching

ÅCŜǊǘƛƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ

ÅTime of planting

ÅSoil compaction

ÅOnline PDF link on front

ÅFor more detailed info check 
out ANSI A300 Standards

Girdling Roots (Bad)



Planting

ÅLŘŜŀƭƭȅ мΦрέ-нΦрέ 5.I

ÅMust have a visible root flare

ÅнлΩ-олΩ ǎǇŀŎƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǊŜŜǎ
ÅолΩҌ ǎǇŀŎƛƴƎ ƻƪ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ 

horizontal limbs

ÅRemove as much 
burlap/cage/material as possible

ÅKeep root ball moist

ÅPrune away girding roots before 
planting



Mulching
ÅDonuts, not donut holes
ÅMulch away from the base of the 

tree
Å2-пέ ŘŜŜǇ ƛǎ ƛŘŜŀƭ
ÅOut to the "drip line" of the tree
ÅMulch is there to conserve 

moisture, protect from mechanical 
damage, and reduce competition

Bad!

Good!

Trunk diameter (inches) Mulch diameter (feet)

1 4

2 6

3 8

4 10





Staking

ÅNot always necessary

ÅUsually done for 
containerized and bareroot 
trees 

ÅSandy soil plantings

ÅRemove after a year!

ÅWhat makes the planting in 
this picture bad?



Fertilizing and 
Time of Planting
ÅNo fertilizer should be used for at 

least 2 years after planting

ÅWater!

ÅDry roots = DeadTree

ÅTiming

ÅEarly spring before bud-break

ÅLate fall when moist

ÅAll about making sure there is 
moisture for the tree



Pruning

ÅIdeally done in dormant season

ÅHire certified professionals with 
insurance 
ÅISA Michigan

ÅNo Topping or flush cuts

Å3-cut method

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǊƳ ōŀǊƪ ŎƻƭƭŀǊ

Å5hbΩ¢ t!¸ Chw .!5 ²hwY
ÅSET YOUR EXPECTATIONS



Poor Species and Space 
selection, topped trees Unsupported with not 

enough water
Poor site, strangled root ball



Old Irrigation System 
Strangling Tree (with 
frost damage on trunk)

Tree planted too deep,
poorly mulched,
stake not doing anything

A butchered tree



No root preparation,
Planted too deep No root preparation,

Planted too deep,
No protection from frost 
damage

Poor species choice (Silver 
Maple) planted under 
powerlines


